Education 

Skill-sharing is a major part of co-op life. Co-ops arc 
concerned with opening up opportunities for members 
to learn such things as handy-person skills, typing, or 
communication skills. The potential for members to 
learn from the co-op community is far-reaching 

HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT 
OF RHCs 

Although England was the birthplace of the co- 
operative movement in the mid nineteenth century, 
co-operative housing plays a far bigger role in other 
countries, such as the Scandinavian countries of 
Sweden. Denmark and Norway and to an increasing 
extent in Canada and the USA. For example, in the 
city of Montreal in Canada there are over sixty rental 
co-ops. 

Without government sponsorship, there is unlikely 
to be any large scale setting-up of rental co-ops in 
Australia. Funding for the purchase of houses and 
promotion nl co-ops as an alternative form of tenure 
requires a commitment of capital and resources. 

One alternative to government resources is illustrated 
by the growth of co-operative housing in Scandinavia 
and Canada. There, the impetus and sustenance for 
co-operative housing has been provided by unions, 
building co-op societies and national tenants' groups 
These co-ordinating groups have the organisational 
and financial resources necessary to initiate a large 
scale movement and to later involve the governmewnt 
in the financing of co-operative housing. 

How Rental Co-ops Started in Victoria 

The initiative lor setting-up the pilot R HC. the Fit/roy 
Collingwood Rental Housing Association (FCR FI A), 
came from the local community. An interim manage- 
ment committee made up of local representation from 
municipal councils and professionals with skills in law, 
finance, social work and building met for two years 
before making a detailed submission to the Ministry of 
Housing (MOII). The FCR H A was set up in 1977. 

After evaluating the FCR HA for three years, the 
MOH decided in July. 1981, to advertise for submis- 
sions from groups working to establish RHCs. 

The RHC programme funded by the MOH numbers 
fifteen, as at July. 1984. These are located in 
Mornington. Carlton, Williamstown. Frankston. 
Northcote. Moorahhm, Brunswick Coburg. 
Footscray, Fsscndon. Sprinvalc, Oaklcigh. St kilda. 
North iicelong. Camberwell. Fit/roy Collingwood. 


Directions l or Hie Future 

The concept of Rental Housing Co-operatives has 
gained recognition in Australia over the past few years 
as a workable housing alternative CH AS has played a 
fundamental role in the development of the housing 
co-operative movement. To date, RHCs in Victoria 
have operated under the MOII leasing model, but 
moves are being made to broaden the options to 
include different types of RHCs which respond to a 
wider range ol potential tenants and attract diverse 
funding sources 

MEMBERSHIP OF C HAS 

Do you want to he a ( HAS subscriber? 

You get a free use of photocopier and video tapes; 
access to CH AS resources; minutes of general meetings 
and sub-groups; all publications. 


Cost: 

Organisations S30 p.a. 

Pensioners Unemployed S5 p.a. 

Workers (earning over SI 5.000 p.a.) S20 p.a. 

Workers (earning under SI5.000 p.a.) S 1 0 p.a. 


Do you want to be a CHAS member? 

You get to vote at general meetings; minutes of 
committee and general meetings: relevant documents 
and agendas for meetings. 

Cost: SI. 00 per share. 

Please tear off here: 

1 wish to become a CIIAS 

□ subscriber LZ1 member 

□ both of the above 

I enclose a cheque fot S 

(Send to CIIAS, 574a Chapel St., South Yana) 

Name 

Address 

Postcode 

Phone 


CHAS 


5 74a Chapel Sr, 
Slti Varra. 
( 03 ) 241 9937. 
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